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Collect	for	The	Fifth	Sunday	After	Epiphany	
Set	us	free,	O	God,	from	the	bondage	of	our	sins,	and	give	us	the	liberty	of	that	abundant	life	
which	you	have	made	known	to	us	in	your	Son	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ;	who	lives	and	reigns	
with	you,	in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	for	ever.	Amen.	~BCP 216	

Isaiah	58:1-9a	NRSV	
1	Shout	out,	do	not	hold	back!	Lift	up	your	voice	like	a	trumpet!	Announce	to	my	people	their	
rebellion,	to	the	house	of	Jacob	their	sins.	2	Yet	day	after	day	they	seek	me	and	delight	to	know	my	
ways,	as	if	they	were	a	nation	that	practiced	righteousness	and	did	not	forsake	the	ordinance	of	
their	God;	they	ask	of	me	righteous	judgments,	they	delight	to	draw	near	to	God.	3	“Why	do	we	fast,	
but	you	do	not	see?	Why	humble	ourselves,	but	you	do	not	notice?”	Look,	you	serve	your	own	
interest	on	your	fast	day,	and	oppress	all	your	workers.	4	Look,	you	fast	only	to	quarrel	and	to	fight	
and	to	strike	with	a	wicked	fist.	Such	fasting	as	you	do	today	will	not	make	your	voice	heard	on	high.	
5	Is	such	the	fast	that	I	choose,	a	day	to	humble	oneself?	Is	it	to	bow	down	the	head	like	a	bulrush,	
and	to	lie	in	sackcloth	and	ashes?	Will	you	call	this	a	fast,	a	day	acceptable	to	the	LORD?	
6	Is	not	this	the	fast	that	I	choose:	to	loose	the	bonds	of	injustice,	to	undo	the	thongs	of	the	yoke,	to	
let	the	oppressed	go	free,	and	to	break	every	yoke?	7	Is	it	not	to	share	your	bread	with	the	hungry,	
and	bring	the	homeless	poor	into	your	house;	when	you	see	the	naked,	to	cover	them,	and	not	to	
hide	yourself	from	your	own	kin?	8	Then	your	light	shall	break	forth	like	the	dawn,	and	your	healing	
shall	spring	up	quickly;	your	vindicator	shall	go	before	you,	the	glory	of	the	LORD	shall	be	your	rear	
guard.	9	Then	you	shall	call,	and	the	LORD	will	answer;	you	shall	cry	for	help,	and	he	will	say,	Here	I	
am.	

1	Corinthians	2:1-12	NRSV	
1	When	I	came	to	you,	brothers	and	sisters,	I	did	not	come	proclaiming	the	mystery	of	God	to	you	in	
lofty	words	or	wisdom.	2	For	I	decided	to	know	nothing	among	you	except	Jesus	Christ,	and	him	
crucified.	3	And	I	came	to	you	in	weakness	and	in	fear	and	in	much	trembling.	4	My	speech	and	my	
proclamation	were	not	with	plausible	words	of	wisdom,	but	with	a	demonstration	of	the	Spirit	and	
of	power,	5	so	that	your	faith	might	rest	not	on	human	wisdom	but	on	the	power	of	God.	6	Yet	among	
the	mature	we	do	speak	wisdom,	though	it	is	not	a	wisdom	of	this	age	or	of	the	rulers	of	this	age,	
who	are	doomed	to	perish.	7	But	we	speak	God’s	wisdom,	secret	and	hidden,	which	God	decreed	
before	the	ages	for	our	glory.	8	None	of	the	rulers	of	this	age	understood	this;	for	if	they	had,	they	
would	not	have	crucified	the	Lord	of	glory.	9	But,	as	it	is	written,	“What	no	eye	has	seen,	nor	ear	
heard,	nor	the	human	heart	conceived,	what	God	has	prepared	for	those	who	love	him”—	10	these	
things	God	has	revealed	to	us	through	the	Spirit;	for	the	Spirit	searches	everything,	even	the	depths	
of	God.	11	For	what	human	being	knows	what	is	truly	human	except	the	human	spirit	that	is	within?	
So	also	no	one	comprehends	what	is	truly	God’s	except	the	Spirit	of	God.	12	Now	we	have	received	
not	the	spirit	of	the	world,	but	the	Spirit	that	is	from	God,	so	that	we	may	understand	the	gifts	
bestowed	on	us	by	God.	

Matthew	5:13-20	NRSV	
13	“You	are	the	salt	of	the	earth;	but	if	salt	has	lost	its	taste,	how	can	its	saltiness	be	restored?	It	is	no	
longer	good	for	anything,	but	is	thrown	out	and	trampled	under	foot.	14	“You	are	the	light	of	the	
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world.	A	city	built	on	a	hill	cannot	be	hid.	15	No	one	after	lighting	a	lamp	puts	it	under	the	bushel	
basket,	but	on	the	lampstand,	and	it	gives	light	to	all	in	the	house.	16	In	the	same	way,	let	your	light	
shine	before	others,	so	that	they	may	see	your	good	works	and	give	glory	to	your	Father	in	heaven.	
17	“Do	not	think	that	I	have	come	to	abolish	the	law	or	the	prophets;	I	have	come	not	to	abolish	but	
to	fulfill.	18	For	truly	I	tell	you,	until	heaven	and	earth	pass	away,	not	one	letter,	not	one	stroke	of	a	
letter,	will	pass	from	the	law	until	all	is	accomplished.	19	Therefore,	whoever	breaks	one	of	the	least	
of	these	commandments,	and	teaches	others	to	do	the	same,	will	be	called	least	in	the	kingdom	of	
heaven;	but	whoever	does	them	and	teaches	them	will	be	called	great	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	20	
For	I	tell	you,	unless	your	righteousness	exceeds	that	of	the	scribes	and	Pharisees,	you	will	never	
enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven.		

Psalm	112:1-9	BCP	755	
1	 	Hallelujah!	Happy	are	they	who	fear	the	Lord	*	and	have	great	delight	in	his	commandments!		
2  Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * the generation of the upright will be blessed.  
3	 	Wealth	and	riches	will	be	in	their	house,	*	and	their	righteousness	will	last	for	ever.		
4  Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *  

the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
5	 	It	is	good	for	them	to	be	generous	in	lending	*	and	to	manage	their	affairs	with	justice.		
6  For they will never be shaken; * the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  
7	 	They	will	not	be	afraid	of	any	evil	rumors;	*		

their	heart	is	right;	they	put	their	trust	in	the	Lord.		
8  Their heart is established and will not shrink, * until they see their desire upon their enemies.  
9	 	They	have	given	freely	to	the	poor,	*		

and	their	righteousness	stands	fast	for	ever;	they	will	hold	up	their	head	with	honor.	
	

Lord,	now	lettest	thou	thy	servant	depart	in	peace,	according	
to	thy	word:	For	mine	eyes	have	seen	thy	salvation	…	

Luke	2:2930	KJV	
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Matthew	5:13-20.	A	Theological	Perspective.	
By	Marcia	Y.	Riggs,	J.	Erskine	Love	Professor	of	Christian	Ethics,	and	Director	of	the	Th.M.	Program,	Columbia	Theological	
Seminary,	Decatur,	Georgia	
This	text	expands	what	we	learn	about	the	call	to	discipleship	in	5:1–12.		

1	When	Jesus	saw	the	crowds,	he	went	up	the	mountain;	and	after	he	sat	down,	his	disciples	
came	to	him.	2	Then	he	began	to	speak,	and	taught	them,	saying:		
3	“Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.		
4	“Blessed	are	those	who	mourn,	for	they	will	be	comforted.		
5	“Blessed	are	the	meek,	for	they	will	inherit	the	earth.		
6	“Blessed	are	those	who	hunger	and	thirst	for	righteousness,	for	they	will	be	filled.		
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7	“Blessed	are	the	merciful,	for	they	will	receive	mercy.		
8	“Blessed	are	the	pure	in	heart,	for	they	will	see	God.		
9	“Blessed	are	the	peacemakers,	for	they	will	be	called	children	of	God.		
10	“Blessed	are	those	who	are	persecuted	for	righteousness’	sake,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	
heaven.		
11	“Blessed	are	you	when	people	revile	you	and	persecute	you	and	utter	all	kinds	of	evil	against	
you	falsely	on	my	account.	12	Rejoice	and	be	glad,	for	your	reward	is	great	in	heaven,	for	in	the	
same	way	they	persecuted	the	prophets	who	were	before	you.	

In	verses	13–14,	Jesus	uses	two	metaphors	to	describe	and	prescribe	who	his	followers	are	and	
what	they	do	for	and	in	the	world.	The	first	metaphor,	“You	are	the	salt	of	the	earth”	(v.	13),	
suggests	that	Jesus	gives	them	as	his	disciples	a	distinctive	capacity	to	elicit	goodness	on	the	earth.	
Like	salt,	which	is	used	to	alter	or	enhance	the	tastes	of	food,	the	disciples’	capacity	to	elicit	
goodness	as	they	participate	on	the	earth	should	be	of	profound	consequence,	in	the	ways	that	we	
find	in	5:3–10.	The	danger	for	disciples	is	that	they	may	lose	that	capacity	by	forgetting	that	they	
are	to	disorder	the	status	quo	by	valuing	those	who	are	dispossessed,	caring	for	those	who	suffer	
loss,	seeking	to	do	justice,	showing	mercy,	having	integrity,	being	peacemakers,	and	courageously	
standing	for	what	they	believe.	Disciples	who	do	not	engage	in	such	practices	that	humanize	life	on	
earth	will	be	like	salt	that	has	lost	its	taste.	
The	second	metaphor,	“You	are	the	light	of	the	world,”	invites	us	to	consider	the	role	of	disciples	as	
a	gathered	community	(vv.	14–16).	Light	enables	us	to	see	things	and	is	a	kind	of	energy	that	gives	
things	color,	helps	vegetation	to	grow,	provides	solar	power	for	electricity,	and	can	be	focused	for	
specific	uses,	such	as	a	laser.	Like	light,	the	disciples	as	a	gathered	community	have	the	overarching	
purpose	of	being	the	mirror	that	refracts	God’s	light	so	that	all	peoples	and	nations	can	know	of	
God’s	justice	and	mercy.	As	a	gathered	community	the	disciples	are	like	light	when	they	engage	
others	in	the	world,	enabling	diversity	(giving	things	color),	nurturing	a	healthy,	ecofriendly	world	
(helping	vegetation	to	grow),	generating	policies	for	ecojustice	(providing	solar	power),	and	
restoring	or	repairing	whatever	relationships	that	need	such	(focusing	for	specific	purposes).	These	
are	the	good	works	that	will	glorify	God.	
As	verses	17–20	remind	us,	it	is	because	of	who	Jesus	is	and	how	he	understands	his	mission	that	
his	disciples	individually	and	collectively	are	enabled	to	be	salt	and	light.	As	Jesus	declares	to	his	
newly	commissioned	disciples	and	followers	that	he	has	not	come	to	abolish	the	law	or	the	
prophets,	he	claims	his	place	in	God’s	history	of	the	liberation	of	and	covenant	with	God’s	chosen	
people.	By	so	doing,	Jesus	extends	the	mission	of	God’s	chosen	people,	but	he	does	so	without	
dismissing	the	tradition	or	breaking	the	covenant,	thus	fulfilling	rather	than	abolishing	the	law	and	
the	prophets.	In	an	important	sense,	Jesus	himself	is	the	hermeneutical	key	for	interpreting	the	law	
and	prophets	in	line	with	God’s	will	for	the	present	time	and	until	the	end	of	time.	Thus	Jesus	
admonishes	his	followers	that	breaking	the	commandments	oneself	or	leading	others	to	do	so	is	an	
offense	against	divine	eternal	purposes.	
Moreover,	verse	20	places	the	entire	text	within	the	larger	narrative	context	of	all	of	the	verses	that	
precede	it.	Here	Jesus	enjoins	his	followers	in	these	words:	“For	I	tell	you,	unless	your	righteousness	
exceeds	that	of	the	scribes	and	Pharisees,	you	will	never	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven”	(cf.	vv.	6,	10).	
What	does	“righteousness”	mean	in	this	verse,	and	how	does	its	use	relate	to	or	further	inform	its	
use	in	verses	6	and	10?	Given	the	fact	that	verse	20	concludes	Jesus’	proclamation	that	he	has	come	
not	to	abolish	but	to	fulfill	the	law	and	the	prophets,	righteousness	must	refer	to	the	way	that	Jesus	
interprets	the	law	and	lives	by	it.	The	righteousness	of	the	scribes	and	Pharisees	is	concerned	with	
observance	of	tradition,	public	displays	of	piety,	and	adherence	to	the	letter	of	the	law.	The	



	

Hear	what	the	Spirit	is	saying	 	 Epiphany	5A	|	February	9,	2020	

4	
righteousness	of	Jesus	flows	from	his	relationship	with	God	and,	in	turn,	is	the	ground	of	Jesus’	
relationship	with	his	followers.	
Accordingly,	Jesus’	followers	are	both	commanded	and	enabled	by	Jesus	to	surpass	conventional	
and	institutional	practices	of	righteousness.	Exceeding	conventional	righteousness	means	that	
Jesus’	followers	seek	to	live	justly	as	an	expression	of	their	worship	of	God	(cf.	v.	14;	v.	10);	they	
have	been	blessed	and	are	passionate	about	being	participants	in	God’s	vision	for	the	world	(cf.	vv.	
3–9).	If	Jesus’	followers	lack	this	passion	for	justice	and	living	into	God’s	reordering	of	human	life,	
then	they,	in	effect,	break	the	covenantal	relationship	that	originates	with	God	and	is	extended	to	
humanity	through	Jesus.	When	the	covenantal	relationship	is	broken,	their	future	life	with	God	is	no	
longer	possible—“you	will	never	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven”	(v.	20b).	
In	an	important	sense	a	kind	of	theology	of	discipleship	emerges	from	5:1–12	and	5:13–20.	This	
theology	of	discipleship	is	taught	by	Jesus	to	those	to	whom	he	has	extended	a	specific	call	(his	
disciples)	and	to	those	who	because	of	what	they	see	and	hear	of	Jesus	are	persuaded	to	follow	him	
(the	crowds).	A	first	tenet	of	this	theology	is	that	God’s	blessings	and	God’s	favor	are	the	beginning	
of	the	call	to	be	a	follower	of	Jesus.	A	second	tenet	is	that	God’s	blessings	are	the	root	of	our	right	
relationship	with	God	and	other	humans.	A	third	and	final	tenet	is	that	the	righteousness	of	God	
fulfilled	in	the	person	and	ministry	of	Jesus	makes	possible	human	righteousness.	
Finally,	human	righteousness	is	about	being	the	salt	of	the	earth	and	the	light	of	the	world.	As	the	
salt	of	the	earth,	we	are	disciples	of	Jesus	when	we	allow	our	characters	to	be	formed	by	God’s	
blessings.	As	the	light	of	the	world,	we	are	followers	of	Jesus	when	we	accept	the	covenantal	
blessings	as	a	call	into	relationships	with	despised	groups	because	of	what	we	believe—even	if	it	
means	that	we	may	be	persecuted.	As	disciples	of	the	Jesus	who	came	not	to	abolish	but	to	fulfill	the	
law	and	the	prophets,	we	seek	to	live	righteously	in	ways	consistent	with	the	new	interpretation	of	
the	law	that	Jesus	provides.		

David	L.	Bartlett	and	Barbara	Brown	Taylor,	eds.,	Feasting	on	the	Word:	Preaching	the	Revised	Common	Lectionary:		
Year	A,	vol.	1	(Louisville,	KY:	Westminster	John	Knox	Press,	2009).		

The	Authority	of	Compassion	
We	usually	think	of	people	with	great	authority	as	higher	up,	far	away,	hard	to	reach.	But	spiritual	
authority	comes	from	compassion	and	emerges	from	deep	inner	solidarity	with	those	who	are	
“subject”	to	authority.	The	one	who	is	fully	like	us,	who	deeply	understands	our	joys	and	pains	our	
hopes	and	desires,	and	who	is	willing	and	able	to	walk	with	us,	that	is	the	one	to	whom	we	gladly	
give	authority	and	whose	“subjects”	we	are	willing	to	be.	It	is	compassionate	authority	that	
empowers,	encourages,	calls	forth	hidden	gifts,	and	enables	great	things	to	happen.	True	spiritual	
authority	is	located	in	the	point	of	an	upside-down	triangle,	supporting	and	holding	into	the	light	
everyone	they	offer	their	leadership	to.	

Nouwen,	Henri	J.	M.	(2009-03-17).	Bread	for	the	Journey:		
A	Daybook	of	Wisdom	and	Faith	(p.	107).	Harper	Collins,	Inc.	Kindle	Edition.	
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Commemoration	of	Roger	Williams	and	Anne	Hutchinson,	Prophetic	
Witnesses	
Born	in	London	in	1603,	Roger	Williams	was	ordained	and	served	as	a	priest	in	the	Church	of	
England.	Williams	found	that	he	could	not	abide	by	the	rigorous,	high-church	policies	of	Archbishop	
William	Laud,	and	in	1630,	he	sailed	to	New	England	in	search	of	religious	liberty.	
Upon	his	arrival	in	Boston,	Williams	encountered	further	obstacles	to	religious	freedom.	In	
particular,	Williams	objected	to	the	ability	of	the	civil	authorities	to	punish	religious	offenses,	and	
he	advocated	for	a	“wall	of	separation”	between	civil	and	religious	powers.	He	believed	also	in	the	
fundamental	right	of	all	people	to	follow	their	consciences	in	matter	of	religious	belief.	He	left	
Massachusetts	and	founded	a	nearby	settlement	called	Providence,	believing	God	had	guided	him	to	
this	new	land.	He	was	eventually	granted	a	charter	for	the	colony	of	Rhode	Island,	the	new	
constitution	of	which	granted	wide	religious	latitude	and	freedom	of	practice.	Williams	founded	the	
first	Baptist	Church	in	Providence,	though	he	refused	to	be	tied	to	the	tenets	of	an	established	
church.	
Like	Roger	Williams,	Anne	Hutchinson	also	immigrated	to	Massachusetts	in	hope	of	finding	
religious	freedom.	She	was	an	outspoken	advocate	of	the	rights	and	equality	of	women,	challenging	
the	dominant	views	of	the	Puritan	leadership.	She	held	Bible	studies	in	her	home	for	the	women	of	
her	community,	at	which	she	welcomed	critical	examination	of	the	faith.	As	a	result	of	her	activities,	
she	found	herself	at	odds	with	not	only	the	religious	authorities,	but	with	the	state	civil	authorities	
as	well,	and	in	1638,	she	was	tried	by	the	General	Court	of	Massachusetts,	presided	over	by	
Governor	John	Winthrop,	and	was	branded	as	a	dangerous	dissenter	and	banished	from	the	colony.	
Anne	eventually	relocated	to	what	is	now	Bronx,	New	York,	where	she	and	her	family	were	killed,	
save	one	daughter,	by	a	group	of	Siwanoy	Indians	in	1643.	
Today,	both	Roger	Williams	and	Anne	Hutchinson	are	remembered	as	early	champions	of	religious	
liberty	in	this	nation	and	as	prophets	of	the	individual’s	freedom	of	fellowship	with	the	Creator.	

February	5.	A	Great	Cloud	of	Witnesses,	2018	

Commemoration	of	Manche	Masemola,	Martyr	
It	is	believed	that	Manche	Masemola	was	born	around	1913,	in	Marishane,	South	Africa.	She	grew	
up	with	her	parents,	two	older	brothers,	a	younger	sister	named	Mabule,	and	a	cousin	named	Lucia.	
She	was	not	sent	to	school,	but	labored	with	her	family	on	their	farm.	Her	family	was	not	Christian,	
but	rather	followed	traditional	local	religious	practices.	The	Christian	community	in	their	region	
was	very	small,	and	looked	upon	by	most	people	with	much	suspicion.		
In	1919	Fr.	Augustine	Moeka	of	the	Anglican	Community	of	the	Resurrection	established	a	mission	
at	Marishane.	Manche	Masemola	and	her	cousin	Lucia	first	heard	Moeka	preach	as	a	result.	She	was	
eager	to	learn	more,	and	began	to	attend	worship	services	and	classes	at	the	mission	twice	a	week.		
Soon	she	expressed	a	desire	to	be	baptized,	but	her	parents	tried	to	forbid	her.	When	their	
prohibitions	failed	to	dissuade	her,	she	was	beaten.	On	a	number	of	occasions,	Manche	Masemola	
remarked	to	Lucia	and	Moeka	that	she	would	die	at	her	parents’	hands	and	be	baptized	in	her	own	
blood.	Then,	on	or	near	4th	February	1928,	her	mother	and	father	took	her	away	to	an	isolated	
place	and	killed	her,	and	buried	her	by	a	granite	rock	on	a	remote	hillside.	She	was	about	fifteen	
years	old.		
Although	she	was	not	yet	baptized,	the	church	has	historically	recognized	catechumens	who	died	
before	they	could	be	baptized	as	being	baptized	by	their	desire	for	baptism.	In	1935	a	small	group	
of	Christians	made	a	pilgrimage	to	her	grave.	Larger	groups	followed	in	1941	and	1949.	Now,	
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hundreds	visit	the	site	every	August.	In	1975	her	name	was	added	to	the	calendar	of	the	Church	of	
the	Province	of	Southern	Africa.		
Manche	Masemola	is	one	of	the	twentieth	century	martyrs	whose	statues	are	displayed	at	
Westminster	Abbey.	More	than	40	years	after	her	daughter’s	murder,	her	mother	was	baptized	into	
the	church	in	1969.	

February	4.	Lesser	Feasts	and	Fasts,	2018	

Commemoration.	The	Dorchester	Chaplains,	1943.	
On	January	23,	1943,	the	Dorchester,	a	converted	cruise	ship,	set	sail	with	a	troop	convoy	from	New	
York	City	for	Greenland	with	902	persons	on	board.	Among	them	were	four	U.S.	Army	chaplains,	Lt.	
George	L.	Fox	(Methodist),	Lt.	Alexander	D.	Goode	(Jewish),	Lt.	Clark	V.	Poling	(Dutch	Reformed),	
and	Lt.	John	P.	Washington	(Catholic).	
George	Fox	had	served	as	a	medical	corps	assistant	in	World	War	I,	where	he	was	decorated	for	
heroism.	Alexander	Goode	joined	the	National	Guard	while	he	was	studying	for	the	rabbinate.	Clark	
Poling’s	father	told	him	that	chaplains	had	a	high	mortality	rate.	He	prayed	for	strength,	courage	
and	understanding,	then	joined	the	Army	Chaplains	Corps.	John	Washington	was	a	gang	leader	in	
Newark,	New	Jersey,	when	he	was	called	to	the	priesthood.	
On	February	3,	one	day	from	their	destination,	a	German	U-Boat	fired	torpedoes,	striking	the	boiler	
room	of	the	Dorchester.	Even	though	everyone	was	sleeping	with	their	life	jackets,	many	of	the	
soldiers	left	them	behind	as	they	clambered	topside	to	seek	escape	and	safety.	Unfortunately,	only	
two	of	the	fourteen	lifeboats	were	successfully	lowered	into	the	water,	making	it	necessary	for	most	
men	to	dive	into	the	nineteen	degree	water.	
The	four	chaplains	moved	among	the	men,	assisting,	calming,	and	passing	out	life	jackets	from	the	
ship’s	store	to	those	forced	to	jump	into	the	freezing	ocean.	Having	given	up	their	own	life	vests	to	
save	the	lives	of	the	soldiers,	the	chaplains	remained	on	the	aft	deck,	arms	linked	in	prayer	until	the	
ship	sank,	claiming	their	lives.	Two	hundred	thirty	men	were	rescued	from	the	icy	waters	by	other	
ships	in	the	convoy.	Many	survived	because	of	the	selflessness	and	heroism	of	the	four	chaplains.	
Chaplains	Fox,	Goode,	Poling,	and	Washington	responded	to	a	high	calling	from	God	to	represent	his	
love	among	men	of	war.	On	the	day	they	died,	they	personified	the	words	of	Jesus	found	in	John	
15:13	“Greater	love	has	no	one	than	this,	that	he	lay	down	his	life	for	his	friends.”	

February	3.	A	Great	Cloud	of	Witnesses,	2018	


