
From the Rector’s Desk (The View, November 2010) 
 
When I arrived at St. Margaret's in July, the communications officer of the Diocese of San 
Diego sent me a list of boilerplate questions they ask all new clergy in the diocese so they 
could write up an article for their newsletter. One of the questions was what new programs I 
intended to introduce in the parish. 
 
Now don't get me wrong. I have pet projects like anyone else. But one of the things that 
appealed to me about coming here in the first place was the creative talent and energy already 
resident here. I'm a big believer in the notion that we ought to have lots of programs, lots of 
ways for people to get involved with the community at large, and with birds of a feather. But 
I also think that my own efforts are much better spent enabling and supporting the flood of 
good ideas that cross my desk every day than imposing my own. (There will be exceptions - I 
can't resist.) 
 
That said, as much as I want the vitality of the congregation to come from the movement of 
the Holy Spirit already at work in our members, I also know that Scripture instructs us to test 
the spirits that come along, and to help direct our collective efforts as we become the Body of 
Christ. Take a minute to read over Ephesians 4:1-7,11-16. Our collective task is to take our 
place as members of the Body of Christ, and to come collectively "to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ." Here, then, are some principles that I think need to 
guide that process. How does this list look to you? 
 
1. We obey the great commandment: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind." This is the greatest and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." Matthew 22:34-40 Our 
love for each other is what distinguishes us as Christian community. Jesus teaches us, "I give 
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another. John 13:34-35 
 
2. We answer the great commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 
28:16-20 Our identity also is rooted in what we do: We go out and carry the Gospel to the 
world, not keep it to ourselves as private treasure. 
 
3. Justice is at the heart of what God expects us to do and be: ‘‘[God] has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?’’ Micah 6:8 
 
4. We pursue the fruit of the spirit: ‘‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.’’ Gal. 5:22-25 All that we do is tested by determining what kind of fruit our 
work bears. We know God’s Spirit is with us when our life together bears this fruit. 
 
5. God feeds us to equip us for ministry. In addition to regular attendance at Sunday worship, 

 Every member should be involved in at least one activity that feeds the soul. 
 Every member should be involved in at least one activity that serves others. 

 
6. We are a public Church, and a ministry leader in outreach, formation, music, and worship. Our efforts 
should be directed to the community we serve in mission, and their highest hopes, deepest fears, and 
most important deliberations should find home at St. Margaret’s. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrsa/ephesians/passage.aspx?q=ephesians+4:1-7;ephesians+4:11-16


 
7. We build trust within the community through transparency and accountability. Our financial records 
and decision processes should be open and available to our membership and those we serve. Service 
should be accountable to the Body of Christ. 
 
8. We expect God’s blessing on our work, and to grow and be transformed into the Body of Christ. That’s 
a tall order, I know. But as we work together to develop strategies for living fully into the mission God 
gives us, I’m hopeful that these principles will guide our work. St. Margaret’s is called to big work, not 
simply to be comfortable with ourselves: ‘‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’’ Isaiah 49:6 
 
Now, where to begin … 
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