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APRIL 7, 2013 – SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

COMMEMORATION OF DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

On April 9, the Episcopal Church commemorates Dietrich Bonhoeffer, German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and anti-Nazi dis-
sident, martyred on this day in 1945.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born in Germany on February 4, 1906. He studied at the universities of Berlin and Tübingen. Bon-
hoeffer began actively protesting the Nazi party in 1933 as the regime rose to power. From 1933 to 1935 he was the pastor 
of two small congregations in London, but remained a leading spokesman against the Nazis. 

In 1937 he published his classic book, The Cost of Discipleship, with the often-quoted passage: 

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without re-
quiring repentance, baptism without church discipline. 
Communion without confession. Cheap grace is grace 
without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace with-
out Jesus Christ.”

In 1939 Bonhoeffer became involved with a group seeking to 
overthrow Adolf Hitler, and in 1943 he was arrested and im-
prisoned in Berlin. While in prison, Bonhoeffer helped plan 
an assassination attempt on Hitler, and after being linked to 
this plot, he was taken to Buchenwald concentration camp. 
Bonhoeffer was hanged on April 9, at Flossenburg Prison, 
just 23 days before Germany surrendered.

Eberhard Bethge, a student of Bonhoeffer’s, relates in Di-
etrich Bonhoeffer: A Biography (HarperCollins, 1970) the 
account of a man who witnessed Bonhoeffer’s execution: 

“I saw Pastor Bonhoeffer ... kneeling on the floor pray-
ing fervently to God. I was most deeply moved by the 
way this lovable man prayed, so devout and so certain 
that God heard his prayer. At the place of execution, he 
again said a short prayer and then climbed the few steps 
to the gallows, brave and composed. His death ensued af-
ter a few seconds. In the almost fifty years that I worked 
as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a man die so entirely 
submissive to the will of God” (p. 927). 

Collect for Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Gracious God, the Beyond in the midst of our life, you gave 
grace to your servant Dietrich Bonhoeffer to know and to 
teach the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, and to bear the cost of 
following him: Grant that we, strengthened by his teaching 
and example, may receive your word and embrace its call with an undivided heart; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen (Holy Women, Holy Men, p. 317).
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